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Raggy Quilt Instructions








A raggy quilt is sewn with the seams showing on the front which are then clipped every ¼ inch to allow the edges to fray upon washing and drying.  Flannels, cottons and denims can be used for this technique.  I would suggest doing a small test sample first to check that your choice of material will fray the way you want.  My favourite is flannels – the fabric tends to hold together for sewing without the need for pinning, it frays beautifully, and it’s so nice to snuggle into.  I know it is a hit as my teenage daughter keeps ‘borrowing’ my raggy quilt off my bed.








Sewing


Cut your fabric squares 1” larger than your desired finished size.  You will need to cut squares for the front of the quilt as well as for the back of the quilt (the same size). Take 1 piece for the front and 1 piece for the back of each block; place the 2 pieces wrong sides together.  Yes, I did say wrong sides.  This will make 1 double square.  With flannel it is not necessary to put batting between the layers as it is already quite warm.  However if you want batting, cut squares 1” smaller than the flannel block size (eg for a 6” cut flannel square cut a 5” piece of batting).  Sandwich the batting between the 2 pieces of flannel and sew an X from corner to corner.





Take 2 double blocks and place together with the quilt backing sides facing.  Using a ½” seam (not ¼”) sew 2 double blocks together.  You are sewing it such that all the seams are left exposed on the right side of the quilt.  Seems strange to do this doesn’t it.   Do not press the seams – they will be clipped later.  Continue sewing all your blocks together in this manner until complete.





The outer edges of the quilt can be finished off in two different ways.  Either bind the quilt as normal or simply sew a double row of stitching ½” from the edge and then clip as below.  








Cutting


Clip all the raw edges (seams and quilt edge) every ¼” nearly to the stitched line.  Leave about 3 rows of threads between the cut and the sewn line.  If the cuts are further apart than ¼” it may not fray as readily into the soft edge.  This is where doing a sample with your chosen fabrics to cut and wash can be useful to see how it will look.  Experiment with different seam allowances and clip widths.  I found that for flannels a ½” seam allowance and ¼” clip was best.  








Washing


Now for the magic – fraying the quilt for the raggy look.  Wash the quilt in your washing machine on a long cycle.  Keep emptying the lint trap as it will fill up with the frayed threads.  Take the quilt outside and give a good shake to remove any loose threads.  Put in dryer and keep cleaning out the lint filter as needed.  Washing and drying with an old pair of jeans or a tennis ball helps with the fraying.  The more the quilt is washed the better the cuts will fray into soft raggy edges.  
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